
1.Central African Giant Eland

Taurotragus derbianus gigas 
DESCRIPTION Larger than the western giant eland, with longer 
horns, a duller overall color and fewer body stripes. Specimens from 
Ubangi-Chari have the longest (and comparatively slimmest) horns 
and a blackish chestnut hair mat on the forehead. Those from Sudan 
have a reddish brown forehead mat. 
DISTRIBUTION North of the equatorial rain forest in the forested 
savanna zone of eastern Nigeria, northern Cameroon, southern 
Chad, northern and eastern Central African Republic, and 
southwestern Sudan. A few may still be found in northeastern Congo 
(K). 
REMARKS An outstanding game animal and one of the great 
trophies of Africa, ranking with bongo and mountain nyala. Because 
of its habitat, most hunting is by tracking on foot. One looks for fresh 
tracks at first light-from a vehicle if there are roads, or on foot if there 
are none. Once found, the tracks are followed as quickly as 
possible-often at a trot-because eland usually keep moving. 
Tracking can take all day or longer, in debilitating heat. Care must be 
taken to prevent the eland from becoming aware of the pursuit, for, 
when alarmed, they are off without a backward look and will run for 
miles. It is sometimes possible to find an easy bull close to the 
vehicle; however, most Lord Derby eland are well-earned. One 
should allow two to three weeks for this hunt, and be physically fit. 
TAXONOMIC NOTES Includes cameroonensis (Cameroon), 
congolanus (Ubangi/Chari) and gigas (Bahr-el-Ghazal), with gigas 
Heuglin, 1863 having priority.

2.East African Eland
Taurotragus oryx pattersonianus 
Also called Patterson eland after British Col. J. H. Patterson, who slew the 
notorious man-eating lions of Tsavo, Kenya. 
DESCRIPTION Somewhat darker and more rufus than the Cape and 
Livingstone elands, with the females more brightly colored. The white body 
stripes are plainly visible. There is a dark band on the backs of the forelegs 
above the knees, and the backs of the pasterns are brownish black. Younger 
adult males have a dark, narrow forehead tuft flanked with orange, and an 
incomplete white chevron below the eyes. The white face markings disappear in 
older bulls as the narrow frontal tuft grows into a broad, long-haired bush. East 
African eland usually have smaller horns than Cape or Livingstone elands. 
DISTRIBUTION Southeastern Sudan, southwestern Ethiopia, southwestern and 
northeastern Uganda, southern and western Kenya, and Tanzania. 
Some believe that the eland of southern Tanzania should be classified as 
Livingstone eland because their horns are larger than those of other eland in 
East Africa, and the white facial chevron is minimal or missing altogether in 
most individuals. It would be difficult, however, to establish a boundary between 
livingstonei and pattersonianus within Tanzania, as natural barriers are lacking, 
and there are broad overlap areas where the subspecies blend. Therefore, for 
record-keeping purposes, we consider all eland in Tanzania to be East African 
eland. 
TAXONOMIC NOTES Includes pattersonianus (Kenya) and billingae (Tanzania), 
with pattersonianus Lydekker, 1906 having priority.

3.Cape Eland

Taurotragus oryx oryx 
DESCRIPTION The Cape eland's body color 
is a uniform, dull fawn. Adults lack body 
stripes, though juveniles may be lightly 
striped. Typically, this subspecies does not 
have white streaks below the eyes or dark 
bands behind the knees. The backs of the 
pasterns are whitish. 
DISTRIBUTION Namibia, except in the far 
north and the Caprivi Strip; the Kalahari 
region in southern Botswana; South Africa; 
and the extreme south of Mozambique. 
At one time elands were widely distributed 
throughout South Africa, even as far 
southwest as the present site of Cape Town, 
but they were mostly shot out by early 
European settlers. Probably the only natural 
populations existing today in South Africa are 
in northern Cape Province close to Botswana 
and in the northeastern Transvaal. However, 
they have been widely reintroduced on 
private ranches in South Africa so that their 
present distribution resembles what existed 
before Europeans arrived. 
In Namibia, we designate as Cape eland all 
those found south of the game fence that 
extends from the Atlantic Ocean, south of 
Etosha Game Park, to Botswana. 
TAXONOMIC NOTES Includes alces, 
barbatus, canna, oreas, oryx and typicus (all 
of South Africa), with oryx Pallas, 1766 
having priority.

4.Southern Greater Kudu

Tragelaphus strepsiceros strepsiceros 
DESCRIPTION This subspecies is the largest 
and darkest (grayest) in color and has the 
longest horns. There are 9-12 vertical stripes 
on each side. 
DISTRIBUTION Southern Angola, Zambia, 
southeastern Congo (K), Malawi, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, 
and South Africa except for southeastern 
Cape Province. 
TAXONOMIC NOTES Includes capensis, 
excelsus, hamiltoni, koodoo, kudu, 
strepsiceros, torticornis, typicus and 
zambesiensis, with strepsiceros Pallas, 1766 
having priority.

5.East African Greater Kudu

Tragelaphus strepsiceros bea 
DESCRIPTION The body and horns of 
the East African greater kudu are 
somewhat smaller than those of the 
southern subspecies, the body color is 
brighter and the stripes are more 
conspicuous. There usually are 6-8 
vertical stripes on each side. 
DISTRIBUTION The Imatong 
Mountains of southeastern Sudan, the 
Karamoja region of northeastern 
Uganda, in Kenya, and in Tanzania. 
TAXONOMIC NOTES Includes bea 
(Kenya) and frommi (Tanzania), with 
bea Heller, 1913 having priority.


