Nu negro (Sp), Weisschwanzgnu (G), Gnou a queue r
wildebeest" is well established, though the animal is not
wildebeest. The name wildebeest was given it by early Dutch s

Swartwildebees (Af). Also called white-tailed wildebeest or white-tailed énh. The name "black

lack. It does, however, appear black at a distance and is darker than its relative the common

in South Africa who regarded it as a wild ox. "Gnu" is a Hottentot word that describes its

- ch eristic bellowing snort.

DESCRIPTION Shoulder height 45-47 inches (114-120 cm). Weight 350-400 pounds (160-180 kg).

The black wildebeest is a large, dark brown antelope of grotesque appearance. The shoulders are massive and somewhat higher than the slender hindquarters. The

| is large, with a long face that is covered by a brush of stiff hairs pointing upward. There is a beard under the throat, a tuft of hairs between the front legs, and a

and-black mane on the neck and shoulders. The tail is long and white, nearly reaching the ground. The horns (both sexes) form bosses, grow outward and

downward, then bend forward and sharply upward. Females are similar to males, though a little smaller, and their horns are slimmer..

REMARKS As they live on open plains, black wildebeests are not hard to locate, but approaching them and determining sex and horn size may be difficult, especially
in areas where they are regularly hunted. Often there is little cover, and long shots may be required.

TAXONOMIC NOTES No subspecies are recognized.
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