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Sylvicapra grimmia grimmia

DESCRIPTION Shoulder height 23-25 inches (58-64 cm). Weight 33-46 pounds (15-21 kg).


The southern bush duiker has the largest body and by far the longest horns of any bush 
duiker. The general color is a pale grayish brown, grizzled with black. The grizzled effect is 
caused by the alternate yellowish and blackish brown color banding of the individual hairs. 

The lower parts are colored like the back, except that the chin, the insides of the upper legs, 
and the underside of the tail are whitish. The face is reddish with a dark brown nose stripe. 

The ears are long, with narrow pointed tips, and the head is long and narrow.


DISTRIBUTION South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Malawi, 
Zambia, and Katanga Province in southeastern Congo (K).


TAXONOMIC NOTES Includes seven named races: burchelli, caffra, grimmia, orbicularis, 
shirensis, steinhardti, and transvaalensis, with grimmia Linnaeus, 1758 having priority.


DESCRIPTION Head and body length 24-36 inches (61-91 cm), average 30 inches (76 cm). 
Tail 9-12 inches (23-30 cm). Shoulder height 15-20 inches (38-51 cm). Weight (male) 32-42 

lbs (15-19 kg). Females weigh 8-10 percent less. Unlike most cats, caracals usually have 28 
teeth (i3/3, c1/1, pm2/2, m1/1), but some individuals exhibit pm3/2 for a total of 30. The 

female normally has two pairs of teats.


The caracal is the largest of the small African cats. It has a long, slender, uniformly colored 
body with a comparatively short, tapering tail and long, tufted ears. The short, thick coat 

varies from grayish to reddish-brown, with white on chin, throat and underparts, and a black 
line from eye to nose. Coloration tends to be lighter in arid regions and darker where there is 
more rain. Black (melanistic) individuals are occasionally seen. The hind legs are longer than 
the forelegs, so that the animal appears to be tilted forward. The caracal's ears are its most 
distinctive feature, being long, narrow and pointed, black on the outside, and topped with 

1-3/4 inch (45 mm) tufts of black hair.


BEHAVIOR Solitary and reportedly territorial. Breeding probably occurs year-round, with 1-4 
young born after about 79 days gestation. Cubs stay with the mother for about a year. 

Females are sexually mature at 14-16 months and are believed to have one litter a year. 
Longevity in the wild unknown, in captivity as much as 19 years.


Largely nocturnal, but also is seen during daytime. Feeds mainly on birds, hares, rodents, 
hyraxes, monkeys and small antelopes. Able to take prey as large as impala, springbok and 
young greater kudu. Kills domestic livestock in some areas. Feeds on carrion at times. The 
caracal is a fast runner-the swiftest of the smaller African cats-a good tree climber and an 

exceptional jumper, leaping high in the air to knock down birds. Able to go without water for 
days by obtaining moisture from its prey. The caracal is easily tamed, and has been trained 

to hunt for its human owners in Iran and India.


HABITAT Mainly dry savanna, scrub and woodland. Not found in true desert or rain forest. 
Found as high as 8,000-10,000 feet (2,500-3,000 m) in the mountains of Ethiopia.



