
Caracal (Sp), Karacal, Wüstenluchs (G), Caracal (F), 
Rooikat (Af). "Caracal" is derived from the Turkish 
karahkulak, or black ear. Sometimes called "caracal 
lynx," which is incorrect because it is not a lynx and 
is actually very different from the lynxes. 

DESCRIPTION Head and body length 24-36 inches 
(61-91 cm), average 30 inches (76 cm). Tail 9-12 
inches (23-30 cm). Shoulder height 15-20 inches 
(38-51 cm). Weight (male) 32-42 lbs (15-19 kg). 
Females weigh 8-10 percent less. Unlike most cats, 
caracals usually have 28 teeth (i3/3, c1/1, pm2/2, 
m1/1), but some individuals exhibit pm3/2 for a total 
of 30. The female normally has two pairs of teats. 

The caracal is the largest of the small African cats. It 
has a long, slender, uniformly colored body with a 
comparatively short, tapering tail and long, tufted 
ears. The short, thick coat varies from grayish to 
reddish-brown, with white on chin, throat and 
underparts, and a black line from eye to nose. 
Coloration tends to be lighter in arid regions and 
darker where there is more rain. Black (melanistic) 
individuals are occasionally seen. The hind legs are 
longer than the forelegs, so that the animal appears 
to be tilted forward. The caracal's ears are its most 
distinctive feature, being long, narrow and pointed, 
black on the outside, and topped with 1-3/4 inch (45 
mm) tufts of black hair. 

Caracal
SCI Record  Book of Trophy Animals and the

SCI Trophy Records Committee proudly presents 
this certificate to:

Mechislav Klimovich 
for taking a Caracal

with a Rifle measuring 9 15/16
On a hunt in R.S.A., Mabula on 07/06/2008 

Measured by Konstantin Popov on 07/15/2008. 

Entry currently ranks Number19, a Gold Medal trophy


