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Lobo (Sp), Wolf (G), Loup (F). Also called wolf, 
common wolf, timber wolf, or tundra wolf. We 
use the name gray wolf (instead of just "wolf") 

in order to differentiate this animal from the 
red wolf of North America, which is a different 
species, and the maned wolf of South America 
and the extinct Falkland Island wolf, which are 

not actually wolves. 

DESCRIPTION (male) Head and body length 
40-60 inches (100-150 cm). Tail length 14-22 

inches (35-56 cm). Shoulder height 26-32 
inches (66-81 cm). Weight 80-120 pounds 

(35-55 kg), occasionally much more. Females 
are about 20 percent smaller. Chromosome 

count is 78. 

BEHAVIOR An intelligent, social animal, living 
in family groups or packs that sometimes 

include more than one family, or other 
individuals besides the family. There is a 

dominant pair, with the male the pack leader. 
Pack members hunt together, cooperating to 

run down and kill prey animals that are 
typically larger than themselves. Principal 
prey includes deer, elk, moose, caribou, 

mountain sheep, bison and muskox, domestic 
sheep and cattle, and also beaver, rabbit and 
various rodents. The size of a wolf pack often 
relates to the size of prey animals in the area, 

as more wolves are required to bring down 
larger animals. Packs are territorial, with their 

boundaries marked and defended against 
other packs. Size of home range depends on 

the amount of prey available. Packs that 
depend on migrating caribou will migrate 

along with them. A wolf can run 25 mph (40 
km/h) for a mile or two, but can lope 10-12 
mph (16-19 km/h) more or less indefinitely 

when chasing prey. Swims well. Eyesight is 
excellent, hearing good, sense of smell 

superb. Has several vocalizations, each with a 
particular significance. Mating season is late 
winter or early spring, with the pups (range is 
1-11, but usually six) born two months later in 
an underground den. Wolves mate for life. Life 
expectancy is 10-16 years in the wild, up to 20 

years in captivity. 

HABITAT Forest, tundra, plains and 
mountains.


